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Escape!’’ as the theme for this year’s Fire Prevention Week. Together with
the Federal Emergency Management Agency, the NFPA reminds us to take
responsibility for our personal safety and practice our home escape plans.
On Wednesday, October 7, 1998, fire departments across America will co-
ordinate home fire drills in support of National Fire Prevention Week.
Community fire departments will signal the start of the ‘‘Great Escape Fire
Drill’’ by sounding their stations’ fire alarms at 6:00 p.m.

As we focus on fire safety this week, let us also pay tribute to the courage
and commitment of our Nation’s fire and emergency services personnel.
These dedicated men and women devote themselves, day in and day out,
to protecting our lives and property from the ravages of fire. All America
watched in awe this summer as thousands of firefighters from across the
Nation battled the wildfires that raged through Florida for so many weeks.
Leaving their own homes and families, these heroes put their lives on the
line as street by street, house by house, they worked to save the homes of
their fellow Americans. It is fitting that on Sunday, October 4, 1998, at the
17th annual National Fallen Firefighters Memorial Service in Emmitsburg,
Maryland, our Nation will honor once again the valiant men and women
across our country whose commitment to protecting our families and com-
munities from fire cost them their lives.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitu-
tion and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim October 4 through
October 10, 1998, as Fire Prevention Week. I encourage people of the
United States to take an active role in fire prevention not only this week,
but also throughout the year. I also call upon every citizen to pay tribute
to the members of our fire and emergency services who have lost their lives
or been injured in service to their communities, and to those men and
women who carry on their noble tradition.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this second day of
October, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-eight, and
of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and
twenty-third.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

Proclamation 7132 of October 5, 1998

Child Health Day, 1998

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation
As caring parents and citizens, we must do all we can to ensure that our
children, our Nation’s greatest resource, lead safe and healthy lives. Today,
thanks to scientific breakthroughs and increased public awareness, we have
the ability to prevent many of the childhood illnesses and disorders of the
past. We have raised immunization rates to an all-time high, ensured that
prescription drugs will be adequately tested for children, conducted re-
search to help protect children from environmental health risks, and estab-
lished protections so that mothers can stay in hospitals with their
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newborns until they and their doctors decide they are ready to leave. Al-
though we can be heartened by these important achievements, we must do
more if we are to overcome the many health challenges our children still
face.

Recent studies show that children without health insurance are more likely
to be sick as newborns, less likely to be immunized, and less likely to re-
ceive treatment for recurring illnesses. One of the great accomplishments
of my Administration has been the creation of the Children’s Health Insur-
ance Program (CHIP), which I called for in my 1997 State of the Union and
signed into law just a year ago. CHIP provides $24 billion to help States
offer affordable health insurance to children in eligible working families—
the single largest investment in children’s health since the passage of Med-
icaid in 1965. CHIP will provide health care coverage, including prescrip-
tion drugs, and vision, hearing, and mental health services, to as many as
5 million uninsured children; and in its first year, nearly four out of five
States already are participating in CHIP. We are also working hard to iden-
tify and enroll in Medicaid the more than 4 million children who are cur-
rently eligible to receive health care through that program but are not en-
rolled. The challenge before us now is to realize the promise of CHIP and
Medicaid by reaching out to families to inform them of their options for
health care coverage.

Due to recent breakthroughs in medical knowledge, we know that the deci-
sions we make even before our children are born can have a significant im-
pact on their future health. That is why we are committed to fighting,
among other afflictions, the tragic consequences of Fetal Alcohol Syn-
drome. In this country, thousands of infants are born each year suffering
from the physical and mental effects of this disorder. Because its effects are
devastating, causing permanent damage, the simplest and best measure that
expectant mothers can take for the safety of their babies is to abstain from
drinking alcohol throughout their pregnancies.

As part of my Administration’s ongoing efforts to protect our children from
the effects of alcohol and other substance abuse, Secretary of Health and
Human Services Donna Shalala recently announced a new campaign,
‘‘Your Time—Their Future,’’ to recruit adults to help children and adoles-
cents develop healthy and useful skills and interests. Research shows that
the guidance and example of caring adults can play an important part in
helping young people resist the attraction of alcohol and other harmful or
illegal substances.

To acknowledge the importance of our children’s health, the Congress, by
joint resolution approved May 18, 1928, as amended (36 U.S.C. 143), has
called for the designation of the first Monday in October as ‘‘Child Health
Day’’ and has requested the President to issue a proclamation in observance
of this day.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United
States of America, do hereby proclaim Monday, October 5, 1998, as Child
Health Day. I call upon families, schools, communities, and governments
to dedicate themselves to protecting the health and well-being of all our
children.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fifth day of Oc-
tober, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-eight, and of
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the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and
twenty-third.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

Proclamation 7133 of October 5, 1998

German-American Day, 1998

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

From the time our republic was born, German Americans have enriched
our national life and culture. Many, seeking religious freedom, first settled
in and around Philadelphia more than 300 years ago; and to this day, one
of the largest neighborhoods in that city is called Germantown. Throughout
the colonial period, more Germans arrived on these shores and made their
homes throughout the Thirteen Colonies. Today, almost a quarter of the
American people can trace their roots back to Germany.

German Americans have had an important and lasting impact not only on
the growth of our Nation, but also on the formation of many of our deepest
values. As skilled and industrious farmers, German Americans have shared
their love for the land and a strong sense of family and community. With
a deep respect for education and the arts, they have broadened the cultural
life of the communities in which they live. And, from their earliest days
in this country, Germans and German Americans have revered freedom, as
epitomized by the service of General Friedrich von Steuben during Amer-
ica’s struggle for independence and by the dedication of the entirely Ger-
man American Provost Corps which, under the command of Major Bar-
tholomew von Heer, served as General Washington’s personal guard unit
during the Revolutionary War.

All of us can take pride in the accomplishments of German Americans—
as soldiers and statesmen, scientists and musicians, artisans and educators.
It is fitting that we set aside this special day to remember and celebrate
how much German Americans have done to preserve our ideals, enrich our
culture, and strengthen our democracy.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitu-
tion and the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim Tuesday, Octo-
ber 6, 1998, as German-American Day. I encourage all Americans to recog-
nize and celebrate the many gifts that millions of people of German descent
have brought to this Nation and that have enriched the lives of our citizens.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fifth day of Oc-
tober, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-eight, and of
the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and
twenty-third.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON
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